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future mineral shortages. Second, the research program out-
lined can have positive impact on U. S. resource self-sufficiency
only if the U.S. mining industry is a viable industry 20 years
from now. For this to be the case, government must maintain
a climate in which a mineral industry can survive and flourish.
Substantial prospective federal lands must remain open for
exploration and potential mineral exploitation; environmental
regulations must not foreclose the opportunity to develop new
deposits.
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